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The Franklin Township Enrichment Program Mission Statement 
  
The Franklin Township Enrichment Program provides opportunities for students who possess or 
demonstrate high levels of ability, in one or more content areas.  Our program in Franklin 
Township is be based on Joseph Renzulli’s Schoolwide Enrichment Model, which provides 
enrichment for all students through a tiered system that consists of three types of activities.  An 
integral part of the model includes project based learning activities that focus on developing 21st 
century skills with a strong emphasis on problem solving, creativity, and critical thinking.  An 
important mission of the Enrichment Program is to ensure that there is appropriate focus on 
historically underserved populations, which includes but is not limited to ethnicity, language, 
socio-economic status, and gender, recognizing Franklin Township’s rich cultural diversity.  
 
 
 
 

What does the state say about Gifted and Talented programs and selection? 
 

The New Jersey Department of Education requires that each school district provide services to 
meet the needs of students who have been identified as gifted and talented. Each school district 
must establish a process to identify students as gifted and talented using multiple measures. 
These students require modification to their educational program if they are to achieve in 
accordance with their capabilities (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1). 
 
New Jersey Administrative Code 6A:8-3.1 defines students who are gifted and talented as those 
students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability in one or more content areas when 

 



 

compared to their chronological peers in the local district and who require modification of their 
educational program if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities. 
 
 
 

How does Franklin Township meet these requirements? 
 
In grades 2-4, students are identified at the end of the school year for placement in the Gifted 
and Talented Program for grades 3-5. In grades 5-11, students are identified at the end of the 
school year for placement in secondary level advanced, honors, CEP, and AP courses. All of 
these use multiple measures to evaluate program placement.  
 
The elementary Gifted and Talented Program pulls identified students out once per six-day 
cycle for Gifted and Talented Enrichment with each school’s elementary science specialist. 
 
Beginning in the 2020-2021 school year, fourth grade and fifth grade students my earn Gifted 
and Talented recognition by completing a Student College project that qualifies for the Franklin 
Township Blue and Gold Award. 
 
In the secondary grades, modifications for advanced students are fulfilled through advanced, 
honors, CEP, and AP courses. 
 
 
 

Gifted and Talented 3-5 Program 

In grades 3-5, students identified for the Gifted and Talented program receive pull-out instruction 
with each elementary school’s science specialist once per six-day cycle during the Whole School 
Enrichment period. 

Students engage in exploratory and project-based learning in which they: 

● learn advanced concepts in engineering, technology, and applications of science; 
● apply math and literacy skills to complex problems in other subject areas; 
● practice college and career skills of planning, problem solving, analyzing assessing, and 

presenting; 
● engage in “Type 3” activities, involving advanced content, student direction, and real 

world problems, projects and presentations. 

Resources for this program include Engineering is Elementary kits produced by the Museum of 
Science, Boston. 

 



 

 
Gifted and Talented 3-5 Selection 

 

All second grade, third grade, and fourth grade students are evaluated for placement in Gifted 
and Talented Science Enrichment every year during the end of the school year. 

Students are placed in the program through a multiple-measure rubric that uses standardized 
tests, district assessments, and a teacher survey to examine students’ proficiency, growth, and 
aptitude. (Please see the links below.) 

 
Gifted and Talented Selection Criteria (English) 2018 
 
Gifted and Talented Selection Criteria (Spanish) 2018 
 
The selection process follows the following timeline: 
 

● April: The Supervisor of Enrichment sets up the G&T selection spreadsheet, the teacher 
surveys, and a communication to parents about the selection process. 

● May: Teachers complete the teacher surveys. Teachers begin inputting end-of-year data 
that gets transferred to the selection spreadsheet. 

● June: Final assessment data transferred to the selection spreadsheet. The Supervisor of 
Enrichment proofreads the selection spreadsheet using the auditing protocol. Rubric cut 
scores are set based on the following percentages: 

○ 2nd grade going to 3rd grade: the top 15% of students; 
○ 3rd grade going to 4th grade: the top 18% of students; 
○ 4th grade going to 5th grade: the top 20% of students. 

● July: Principals receive the list of students who have been identified for the Gifted and 
Talented Program. Principals are responsible for notifying parents of their children’s 
identification. 

 
Identification is based solely on rubric score, not on whether there are “seats” available. 
 
G&T Notification Letter (English) 
 
G&T Notification Letter (Spanish) 
 
If parents have questions about a student’s placement, the first line of contact is the building 
principal. The second line of contact is the Supervisor of Enrichment. The third line of contact is 
the Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction. 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jw2tMofs7B-LcNTBfd_2dpiUP9SXk8G7d_1akA4m_Lo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19eC5ka_SolFhKGfwDHgWOlrVoxYA5X194PDElWRVCEI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RoNUBrcO29-8ovMn-dfbOysfLzKfY1L6RoNk_RM4u3o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o4In9vM05kEsS8ibW3iV6Jmtcwcx83HwBXIu2_OrhwM/edit?usp=sharing


 

Gifted and Talented 3-5 Selection Audits 
 
A selection audit is when the Supervisor of Enrichment goes through data to verify students’ 
placement on the G&T selection rubric.  
The Supervisor of Enrichment automatically performs a selection audit of the G&T selection 
spreadsheet as part of the end-of-year G&T selection process. 
The Supervisor of Enrichment also performs selection audits in response to inquiries from 
principals, teachers, or parents. 
 
A G&T selection audit consists of the following steps: 

1. Examining data to ensure that all data is correctly entered on the selection 
spreadsheet. If data is found to be incorrectly entered, the correction is made and the 
student’s score on the selection rubric is appropriately adjusted. 

2. Determining whether data is missing. If data is found to be missing, other assessment 
measures are used as replacement data. For example, if a student did not complete the 
end-of-year district writing assessment, a score from a similar writing assessment may 
be used. The student’s score on the selection rubric is appropriately adjusted. 

3. If data is missing because the student transferred into the district, the supervisor 
completes the selection rubric with the best data available. 

 
In most cases, this is the end of the selection audit. However, there are rare occasions in which 
the following additional step is taken. 
 

4. Triangulating the data. Different pieces of data are examined against each other to 
ensure that the data is telling a unified story about the student. If different pieces of data 
are giving different messages (for example, the running record score says that the 
student is reading above grade level, but the iReady score says that the student is 
reading below grade level), the supervisor may examine additional assessment data. 
This additional data may warrant adjusting the selection rubric score or keeping the 
score the same. 

 
  
 

Conclusion 
 
Our Enrichment Program has grown so much in recent years. We are proud to be an important 
part of making sure that every student is successful in Franklin Township. 
 


